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of political economists, to set up his psychological bank on
paper without gold. It is no less impossible in Ethics
to resolve moral sentiment into sympathy, than in Optics to
treat of reflection of light without any incidence. But
when once the primary element has been taken into
account, the phenomena that arise upon its encounter with
various objects and media are doubtless of wonderful
variety.

The law of Distance is this : The attraction of pleasure,
the repulsion of pain, diminish wiffTtKe distance* a! \?hich
" contemplated.    As the moment of realisation j
into assurance, Fear darkens]

into despair. Hence the dangerous influence of every
motive in the immediate foreground as compared with
reasons no less weighty in themselves, but, from their
remoteness, faint and ill-defined. This illusion of mental
vision is largely due to the connection which our ignorance
establishes between futurity and uncertainty; no calcula-
tions of ours being secure except those whose data are
fully delivered into our hand, and are no longer liable to
disturbance from the irruption of elements omitted or
invisible. The experience of baffled expectations is apt to
confuse our whole outlook and create a vague distance for
all that we seem to see beyond the zone at our very feet ;
and thus we are tempted to many a shortsighted plunge, in
disregard to warnings from afar. The true corrective is
found in exact and careful attention to the lines of estab-
lished causality, that, whatever else may be dim, they may
carry their clear tracks into the futuie on which we gaze,
and take with them, unbroken, the same certainty which
they possess for us close at hand. We shall then discover
that it is more often the fool than the wise who acts upon
the maxim that ' a bird m the hand is* worth two in the
bush/

These psychological laws supply an apparatus of method
by which the composite forms of motive are easily resolved
into their elements. Pursuing these analyses no further, I